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HOUSING AFFORDABILITY INITIATIVES 

497. Mrs J. HUGHES to the Minister for Housing and Works: 
I refer to the broad range of initiatives introduced by the state government to improve housing affordability, 
including additional funding to provide more social housing, the innovative First Start shared equity scheme for 
first home buyers, stamp duty reductions, greater bond assistance for private renters and improvements to 
government land release processes.  What has been the response from the federal government to improving 
housing affordability? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I think members opposite are so embarrassed they would like me just to say “nothing” and then sit down, 
because that is exactly what the commitment of the federal government has been - absolutely nothing.  It 
contrasts greatly with some of the initiatives that have been highlighted by the member for Kingsley.  In Western 
Australia we have had exceedingly strong economic growth and greater employment opportunities.  That has 
seen a huge demand on the requirements for our government to ensure that there is a range of affordable housing 
options.  We have been progressive on this.  We have introduced measures to quicken land release.  We have 
introduced measures to increase the amount of skilled labour to build the houses.  We have provided tax relief 
for first home buyers.  We have invested in social housing for low income earners.  In addition, in an Australian 
first, we have recognised the need to assist moderate income earners get into a first home.  We introduced our 
$300 million First State shared equity home loan scheme.  In addition, in our state budget there was an additional 
$417 million over the next four years of the forward estimates allocated to the housing authority alone.  That is a 
commitment to deliver an extra 1 000 social housing properties.  We want to do more.  We have sought the 
federal government’s assistance to do more, but its silence has been deafening.  There has been no commitment.  
I cannot even say that there is no comparison between the federal government’s commitment and ours; there is 
simply no commitment and no interest on the part of the federal government on this matter.  When we looked at 
the May budget of the Howard-Costello government what did we find in there for housing or affordable 
housing?  There was absolutely nothing.  We pored through those federal government budget papers and there 
was not one cent of new money for housing.  There was no extra money for first home buyers and no increase in 
commonwealth rental assistance.  As some federal Liberal backbenchers have realised, housing affordability is a 
significant issue.  The problem is that the Howard-Costello government has been asleep for the past 11 years.  
Peter Costello, the Prime Minister in waiting, offered a ray of light when he announced in July that he would 
audit all commonwealth-owned land.  That was nothing but an election ploy.  It can be exposed as such in the 
same way that other states have exposed it as such.  The states previously asked the commonwealth government 
to release commonwealth land for housing but their requests were denied.  I can provide one example.  Since 
March 1989, the state government has been trying to buy the commonwealth’s Bushmead defence site in 
Hazelmere to develop affordable housing.  Despite numerous attempts over many years, that request has fallen 
on deaf years and the proposal has been continuously rejected.  The Hazelmere site is well situated and could 
provide 650 houses that could be used for innovative social housing or for seniors’ housing.  Further, people 
could use houses on that land to become involved in our state government shared equity scheme.  After 
Mr Costello announced that he would conduct an audit, I decided to help him out.  I wrote to him to make the 
request again.  I pointed out that that commonwealth land is available and could be readily lotted for sale, which 
would help to deal with affordability issues.  What was the response?  Nothing.  Mr Costello made that 
announcement in July; it is now September and his silence has been deafening.  That is how interested the 
Howard-Costello government is in public housing or at least public housing in Western Australia.  I have learnt 
from reading national newspapers today that federal Liberal backbenchers have identified housing and housing 
affordability as a key issue that the federal government must tackle.  The Howard-Costello government has done 
nothing in 11 years.  It did not provide anything in the May budget.  Peter Costello announced in July that an 
audit would be conducted.  That was a stunt, because the state has been asking for particular commonwealth land 
for years - land that could and should have already been developed.   
 


